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Statement by Attorney General 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [10.11 am]: On Friday, 11 March, 
I was delighted to attend a ceremony recognising the judicial and community contribution of the late 
Chief Justice of Western Australia, the Honourable Chief Justice David Kingsley Malcolm, AC, QC. The 
ceremony marked the naming of the David Malcolm Justice Centre, which is fittingly named after one of 
Western Australia’s most outstanding judicial officers and community leaders. It is appropriate to honour 
David Malcolm’s memory in this new centre, located on one of Perth’s most significant sites, Cathedral Square, 
where the Swan River Colony was founded in 1829. This outstanding building complements the historic and 
magnificently restored state buildings and the realisation of the shared vision to reactivate this historic area, with 
the new City of Perth Library and Cathedral Square, for the benefit of all Western Australians. 

The tower will house the Supreme Court’s civil functions, mediation and hearing rooms and provide judicial 
accommodation, as well as accommodation for public servants from the Department of the Attorney General and 
Department of Treasury. Extra facilities for the Supreme Court have been talked about for decades, and its new 
home will include five floors of civil court rooms as well as six floors of judicial and staff offices, all designed to 
accommodate expected future growth. Combined with the newly opened State Administrative Tribunal building 
nearby, this building completes Perth’s justice precinct and promises state-of-the-art judicial services. 

Those who have seen the new tower cannot help but be impressed with the way it seamlessly blends the historic 
nature of the surrounding precinct with modern judicial facilities. The tower has been awarded a five-star green 
office design rating, and it has the first gas-fired tri-generation plant ever installed in a Perth office building, 
offering a low-carbon method of supplying power, heating and cooling to all floors. 

Magnificent as the building is, it was important that the name officially bestowed upon it reflected the same 
gravitas. As my colleagues on both sides will be aware, the late Honourable David Malcolm, AC, QC, was 
a long-serving Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Western Australia. Outside the legal profession he was 
a community leader who supported a range of charity, community, sporting and professional groups. The former 
Chief Justice was a reformer and a passionate advocate of improved Supreme Court accommodation. Indeed, at 
his retirement in 2006, he noted that his one disappointment was that the accommodation problems that were 
apparent at the time of his appointment in 1988 had still not been resolved. 

Justice Malcolm contributed such a great deal to the administration of justice in this state that it was felt only 
fitting to name a landmark new judicial precinct in his honour. As a result, I was pleased to be able to join with 
the Premier, the Minister for Finance, the Chief Justice and the Malcolm family last week to officially launch the 
David Malcolm Justice Centre. It is a great building named in honour of a great Western Australian. 
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